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Miami-Dade County SMART Plan 

Six Corridors: 
 

ÅBeach Corridor 

 
ÅEast-West Corridor 

 

ÅKendall Corridor 

 
ÅNorth Corridor 

 

ÅNortheast Corridor 

 
ÅSouth Corridor 
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  Basic Facts 

Length of Corridor 
- 20 Miles exclusive transit right-of-way, parallel to US-1 

Population  
- 89,040 (1/2-mile buffer) 
- 326,000 (2-mile buffer) 
- Density (population/square mile) = 4,450 based on 

½-mile buffer 
Å Source: American Community Survey 2015 

Employment 
- 55,229 (1/2-mile radius) 
- 87,000 (2-mile radius) 
- Density (employment/square mile) = 2,760 based on 

½- mile buffer 
Å Source: LEHD Origin-Destination Employment Statistics 2015 

Daily Traffic  on  US-1 (AADT) 
- 28,000 to 95,000 vehicles  

Å Source: FDOT (2016) at South Terminus of Palmetto Expressway 

Transitway Usage Today 
- About 13,500 boarding's per day 

- мΣфул .ƻŀǊŘƛƴƎΩǎ ƻƴ w¢оп όоп!)  
- тол .ƻŀǊŘƛƴƎΩǎ RT39 (34B) 
Å Source: Miami-Dade DTPW (April, 2018) 
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Light Rail Transit (LRT) 

  Study Objectives: Evaluate Transit Alternatives 
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Connected and Autonomous 

Vehicle (CAV) 

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Heavy Rail Transit (HRT) 
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Eliminated due to 
equivalent cost to 
Metrorail at-grade 
(does not provide 
one-seat ride) 

Accommodated 
as future 
consideration 
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What is BRT 

Åhigh-quality bus-based transit system 
Ådedicated lanes 
Åtransit signal preemption 
Åfast 
Åcomfortable 
Åcost-effective  
Åhigh capacity 
Åiconic stations  
Åoff-board fare collection 
Åfrequent operations 



What is HRT 
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Åexisting Miami Metrorail at ground level 
Åelectrically powered 
Åhigh capacity 
Åhigh speed  
Åmulti-car trains on fixed rails 
Åexclusive right-of-way  
Åsophisticated signaling 
Åhigh platform loading 
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Element BRT 
HRT 

Metrorail (at-grade) 

Flexibility 

Shorter 
Headways 

Travel Time 

Crossing 
Gatearms 

Express Routes 

Level Boarding 

Off-board Fare 
Collection 

Rail 
One-Seat Ride 

BRT/HRT Element Comparison 



Why BUS RAPID TRANSIT ? 

Å Same or better travel times than Rail (with crossing gates) 

Å Right sized solution for projected ridership 

Å Greater Flexibility than Rail (vehicles can go off corridor) 

Å Federal & State Funding Opportunity 

Å Helps Corridor Increase Ridership towards future rail 

Å Implements elements needed for rail 

Å Iconic Stations that encourage Economic Development and Transit Oriented 
Development (TOD) 

Å Affordable (20% of the capital cost of Rail and 25% of the O&M) 

Å Begin Operation in 3 to 4 Years 

Å Minimal impact during construction 

  Recommended Alternative 
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  Public Engagement  

Meetings: 
ÅAgency Kick-Off Meeting held on May 5th, 2017  
ÅPublic Kick-Off Meeting held on May 31st, 2017  

ÅCorridor Workshops ς 3 meetings (North, Central and South) 
ÅMeetings with stakeholders and community groups (11 meetings) 
ÅProject Advisory Group (PAG) ς 4 meetings  
ÅOne-on-One Meetings (28 meetings) 
ÅPresentations to each Municipality ς (10 meetings) 
ÅTPO Committee & CITT Presentationsς (6 meetings) 
ÅAlternatives Workshops ς 3 meetings (North, Central and South) 
ÅProject email, website, and social media 
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City Resolutions of Support: 
ÅCity of Pinecrest 
ÅCity of Homestead 
ÅCity of Florida City 

Over 65 
Meetings 

Others: 
ÅLatin Builders Association (LBA) 
 



  NEPA Study Schedule: Rail vs. Bus Rapid Transit 

10 

www.miamismartplan.com #MiamiSMARTPlan       SOUTH CORRIDOR 

Typical Schedule Rail1 

Typical Schedule BRT2 

2DTPW has received NEPA clearance from FTA for BRT   (Begin BRT service in approximately 3 to 4 years) 
 

1DTPW has received EA Class of Action determination for Rail (Begin HRT service in approximately 8 to 10 years) 
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   Typical Alternatives - BRT 
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COVERED COVERED 



   Typical Alternatives - BRT 
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COVERED COVERED 

POTENTIAL FOR AC 
VESTIBULE 



   Typical Alternatives - HRT 

www.miamismartplan.com #MiamiSMARTPlan       SOUTH CORRIDOR 

13 

www.miamismartplan.com #MiamiSMARTPlan   SMARTSouth@miamidade.gov  

COVERED 
COVERED 

HIGHER 
PLATFORM 



   Typical Alternatives 
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When 
converting to 
rail, stations 
would be 
lengthened and 
platform will be 
raised 



  Proposed Operation Plans 
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